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Author’s Note

Poverty is a curse in the society and such people are realed
as untouchables and lower races. Even in the current mudi story of
Ruby in the soil how a girl in severe poverty straightened her life and
was able to provide a good life for her parents, if they think that there
are hardships, they will remain as a stone in the mud they come up
like a ruby in the soil only when they face difficulties and take a step
forward. The difficulties faced by the poor people in this story of

mine will clearly show the perspective of the society to words them.

Arubyinthesoilisdedicated to poorpeople.
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Ruby in the Soil

There are two types of people in this society. But we
see only the first type more often. People of the first type
have nicely built houses with all the comforts to live in

them.
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The eat food according to their desire. And they wear
colorful clothes. They are happy wherever they are go as they

are well-known in the society.
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They live among people who give them whatever
they want. They just go for a job and they get a job. Even if
they don't get the job they know how to get one by using

money.
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No matter what kind of suffering such people face, their
peers will come and help them. They do not know how to be
careful with food and keep wasting the food most of the times.

Those who are inferior to them are not counted at all.
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The second type of people are the poor, whose
sufferings we cannot see. They are not supported by
anyone and have no recognition in the society. Therelived
apoor couple named Kamala and Ramana. Ramana could

not see through one of his eyes. They are very poor.
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They did not have enough food to eat at least once in
a day and it was difficult for them to continue to live on.
They lived in a small hut in a slum. They did not have
proper clothes to wear and sometimes, not even good water

to drink.
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Ruby in the Soil

They used to live their lives in darkness as there was
no electricity in that hut. The reason they are in such poor
condition is their lack of education and lack of identity in

the society.
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They are in such poor condition because people do
not consider or count them in the society. They are those
who eat decayed food thrown on the garbage heap. Ifthere

isno food in the garbage, they are even poorer that day.
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Ramana and Kamala went to work many times but
no one would hire them as they do not have education. No
one wants to hire them after looking at their clothes. The
conservation between the couple and the owner goes like

this:
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Kamala, Ramana : If there is any work for us in your
hotel, we will do whatever you tell us. Please give us some

work.

Owner: There is nothing to do in our hotel, so get out of
here.

Kamala, Ramana : Don't talk like that, give us something
to do anyway.
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Ruby in the Soil

Owner: People like you don't have any jobs in a hotel like
ours. Look at your clothes! If we hire people like you, no

one will come to our hotel. So get out of here.

Kamala, Ramana : [ will hold your legs, don't talk like

that, give me something to do.
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The owner's workers pushed Kamala, Ramana out saying
that they will not listen if he tells them softly. Since then

they don't know what to do and they start begging.
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They used to beg by the side of the road every day,
but those who passed by would not help them and look

down upon them.
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People would accuse them with disturbing words
and some wouldask them like this:when you have legs and
arms properly working,why are you asking for alms? They
cannot do anything except to silently bear the rejection and

suffer.
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Because they know the cause for the situation they
are in but were not been able to answer the society. They
approached every bus, auto and other vehicles that come.
They would block the vehicles from moving and used to

ask for money.
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There were only a few people who help them.
Sometimes, they would even risk their lives by going
between the moving vehicles on the roads to beg. The

government also did not offer any help to them.
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Ruby in the Soil

After few years, Kamala becomes pregnant and
even then they did not have good food to eat.Though she

was pregnant, she stillbegged for alms.
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Ruby in the Soil

Even during such hard times, no one cared for her,

did not even give her food to eat or water to drink.
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Kamala would take and eat the foul food thrown away
on the garbage heap. Around that time, Kamala and Ramnana
thought that like this: “If we want our unborn child to be at a
good level one day, instead of struggling like us, we must give
them education so that they can have good reputation in the

society.”
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Ruby in the Soil

The couple want to make sure that their child should
not face any difficulty; that he should get higher education.
Only then this society can believe in people like them and
they too can achieve anything. So, they decided to provide

good education to their unborn child.
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Kamala went to beg as before and at that time she
began to have stomach pain. Ramana did not know what to

do. Kamala has borne severe pains on the road itself.
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Ruby in the Soil

Ramana asked passersby for help but none of them
paid any attention to him. Kamala then gave birth to a baby

girl on the side of the roadwhile suffering pains.
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Ruby in the Soil

Ramana took his daughter and Kamala to his home.
Even after the birth of their child, the couple did not have good

food to eat.
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Ruby in the Soil

Thus, they suffer a lot and the condition of their family
becomes poorer. As the days passed,Kamala fell ill because she

couldn't take good food earlier when she was pregnant.
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Then Kamala tells Ramana that her health is
deteriorating; so she asks him to take care of their daughter.
Kamala says, “Our situation must not affect our daughter and

my last wish is to see her rise to great heights”
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Ruby in the Soil

At the time of Kamala's death,the couple's daughter was
two months old and Ramana remained in loss and pain, thinking
to himself how many days he should suffer like this. He took

courage.
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Seeing his daughter grow, he named her Keerthi. After
completing two years, he taught good words and thoughts to his
daughter. On the other hand, he is also struggled to take care of

his child and continued living his life.
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When Keerthi was growing up, Ramana told his
daughter all the things that his wife had told him. He revealed to
Keerthi that her mother's last wish for her is to see her reach
great heights. He told his daughter, “As your mother said, if you
want to be in a good position, you should study no matter how

many problems you face.
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People like us should get a good recognition in this
society. You should fulfill your mother's wishes no matter what.
Since then Keerthi began to have an idea and understood what
their family is and what their situation is and cries for her

mother, and father's suffering.
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This society is the cause of her mother's death. So she
turns hersufferinginto hard work and begins to work towards

fulfilling her mother's wish.
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Ruby in the Soil

She started facing insults form the very first day of
education, i.e. since joining the Anganwadi, she was looked
down upon by her friends. Also, no one would greet her or at

least agree to play with her.
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The reason for this is that they have grown up begging
and eating outside. If by mistake her peers come to play with
her, she would be criticized by their parents. So she was not with
anyone right from the early stage as she was subjected to many

insults.
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Ruby in the Soil

While pursuing her education, Keerthi secured first
position atMandal level in class 10. She studied very hard day
and night. She earned a good name in the society due to her

persistent efforts.

66 Ankam Sushmitha



——— 0GB HRBG0
B3 (B SR Berrod® GO i wdsdo
©9oDod. HEES5KESE JHoDS éaoc‘é@@(;cmé’s é.@géé
S9 88 SwaodH S s Bl S50 &8
DegHeolBo (K508 Ky Trer e HOBBTD. 8
508890 é_@o Eéaoé@@;owés 533666%3;260 FBOoSED.

Ruby in the Soil

Recognizing her talent, the college offered her free
education. As she secured first place at Mandal level in class 10,
all her fellow students approach and congratulate her on the

very first day. They all greet each other very well.
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Ruby in the Soil

Likewise, one day when all the friends are talking to
each other, it was revealed that Keerthi has come from a
beggar's family. From then onwards, all her friends decided that
if they stay with her, their status will decline and it is better for

them to stay away.
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Ruby in the Soil

She was deeply saddened by the changes happening
around but she never gave up her perseverance and self-
confidence. Once a company visited the college and conducted

acompetitive exam.
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Keerthi scored good marks in the competitive exam and
also cleared the written exam. She participated in the second

round of interview after which she secured the job.
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Ruby in the Soil

But her fellow students couldn't bear to see her fame
rise. So they approach the owner of the company and insists
them not to give this job to Keerthi. Then the employer decides
to accept the money offered by them and give them the job by

denying Keerthi.
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Ruby in the Soil

Keerthi thentells the company officials that they are
failing togive the job to talented students like her because of
money. She confidently says that if the company offers her a
job, she will take the company to a higher level. Listening
toKeerthi's words, the owner of the company recognizes the

courage and perseverance in her words and gives her a job.
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Ruby in the Soil

This is her first chance to work at a company, but she
keeps worrying that if she reveals to anyone that she is a

beggar's daughter, she could be fired.
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Ruby in the Soil

A month passes by and Keerthi gets her first salary. She
goes to her father with joy and gives the money to him. Ramana

is very happy and his eyes are filled with joy.
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At that time, her father proudly told her, “Wehave
always stretched our hands for money and never earned even a
single penny. But, this is the first salary we earned by ourselves.
So you need to do your best tomake your company grow in an

astonishing way.”
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Ruby in the Soil

Ramanatold Keerthi that,“if your mother were here
today, she would have been proud to see your grow. Wherever

she is, she would be happy for your success.”

86 Ankam Sushmitha



——— 0GB HRB50

B3 BolB B dreen 88 HRS® pRE ©
B0 ASrHsesdbo ééqawcﬁe)és 24 Ko&en 8o
g%0 B50Eraodd. 88 ®Hpl Kol @)
ADHBOEHo  FE Fsed  GHEEA0D  EoDA
0808 E00&E $E10T6.

Ruby in the Soil

Keerthi kept the words of her father in mind and worked
tirelessly for the growth of the company 24 hours a day. She

used smart technology to take the company much forward.
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After a few years, the status of the company changed
significantly. The day Keerthi joined the job, the company was
at a normal level but now, the company has stood first among

other companies in India, in a way that no one expected.
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The reason for such a growth is Keerthi'shard work and
perseverance. Many people who witnessed the growth of the

company came to see the reason behind its success.
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Ruby in the Soil

Everyone who came to the felicitation ceremony
thought that she might be a girl from a rich family. So many
people appreciated that she was able to bring this company such
a good name. They wanted to honor her as her hard work led to

the growth of the company.
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Ruby in the Soil

A lot of guests come to the felicitation ceremony.
Keerthi, then in her speech reveals the truth about her. She says
that she is a girl from a poor family whose father used to beg on

the road.
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Keerthi calls her father onto the stage and all the guests
are surprised to see Keerthi and her father. The guests whoever
came there were the ones who mocked her father when he was

in danger and begging for help.
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Then Keerthi said that she lost her mother in her
childhood and the reason for her mother's death was that when
her mother was pregnant with pain, no one helped her. She said
that she was able to fulfill her parent's ambitions even though
she was in such a poor situation. Thereason why she is growing

so persistently is to bring about a change in this society.
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She says that we should leave the distinction of rich and
poor and help anyone in need. She asserted that she earned a
name for herself by working hard only to prove that even the

poor can achieve anything if they put their mind to it.
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People who heard Keerthi's speech, form that day on, if
they saw the poor anywhere, they would help them, give them
what they needed and give them opportunities in all fields

andhelpedthem gain an identity.
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Sushmitha’s ‘Ruby in the Soil’ talks
about the ignored troubles which befall the most
vulnerable as we witness before us, as a drowning
fact. The beauty of the book lies in the fact that the
young mind has chosen to reflect on the greatest
peril of humanity, of a misplaced burden, of a
constant catastrophe that deadly sinks into
neglect, apathy and indifference. Ruby in the Soil
is an autobiographical narrative which celebrates
the greatest creative and spiritual triumph —
making meaning, mastering the all pervading

possibility of weaving the textual and the visual together — reminding us yet
again the eternal and transcending quality or rather the gift of kindness and
empathy that each of us need to earn. Sushmitha Ankam’s parents Lavanya
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